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Advent is a season of hope and expectation.  We look forward to, and prepare for, the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  It tends to be a very busy time as people get caught up in all of the shopping that we convince ourselves needs to be done.  Often the atmosphere of hope and expectation gets lost in the midst of all of the busyness.  Somehow we have to build in time to reflect on what all of the busyness is about.  The celebrations that have grown up around Christmas tend to be focused on family and the buying of gifts, and of course Santa is in there in a prominent way.  But the reason why we have any celebration at all is that Jesus is born.  As the saying goes “Jesus is the reason for the season”.  So it is important for us to keep our focus on the source of our hope and then we will be able to maintain our sense of joyful expectation.

One of the ways of keeping the focus is to use some sort of daily devotion during Advent.  There are booklets available in the Narthex that can provide some food for thought and prayer.  Having a booklet is a good resource because it provides encouragement and a gentle discipline to do some reflection and prayer each day.  Another resource is an Advent wreath.  We use one in church each Sunday but many people find it a helpful ritual to have at home.  You could make up your own ceremony or take home the Sunday bulletin and use the same readings again.

Advent is not the only busy time of the year, though.  The church is buzzing with activity for much of the year.  It is important for us to take time to reflect on what all of the busyness is about in our church life too.  Five years ago we went through a process of reflection and setting some goals for our life together during the “Connections” event.  Our upcoming 45th year as a Parish will be an appropriate time to enter into another period of discernment and planning.

Two years ago I attended a workshop on the long-term pastorate presented by Roy Oswald of the Alban Institute (a highly respected resource for congregations).  Incidentally, the workshop was organized by Donald Phillips, now our Bishop. What I learned was that long-term pastorates are good (hooray!), but there are some pitfalls to be aware of.  The main pitfall is that of comfort and complacency.  In order to counteract this it is essential for the congregation and the pastor to retain their vitality.  The recommended way to do this is for the parish to engage in strategic planning and for the pastor to take sabbatical leave.

The strategic planning process is outlined in a book entitled “Discerning Your Congregation’s Future”, subtitled “A Strategic And Spiritual Approach”.  It provides for small group meetings in homes followed by two all-parish events and interviews with leaders in the local area.  At each stage interim goals are developed which are then prioritized so that we end up with up to eight goals to guide our life together for the next few years. 

The Vestry has agreed that we should engage in this process of discernment next year. It promises to be a very exciting time.  Certainly that was my experience when I was involved as the facilitator for St Aidan’s when they did it last year and that has been the experience of several parishes in the Diocese who have gone through it already.  A small planning team has come together to guide the process which will begin in January and end by June.

The second part of the recommendation from the Alban Institute is for the pastor to take a sabbatical leave.  I have begun to make plans to do so from mid-September to mid-December and I will share information about that as the plans develop.

The process of reflection and discernment is important for us to undertake both as a congregation and as individuals.   May this season of Advent provide you with an opportunity to reflect on the direction of your life with God, and may the Christmas season be one where you are able to experience the presence and love of the God who came to live amongst us.

***   Phil Barnett   ***

****************************************************************************************************

God does not promise a comfortable journey only a safe landing.

****************************************************************************************************

DATES FOR THE ELM LEAF, 2001


Articles in by:
January 14th for January 21st Elm Leaf





March 18th for March 25th Elm Leaf





May 20th for May 27th Elm Leaf





September 9th for September 16th Elm Leaf





November 18th for November 25th Elm Leaf

****************************************************************************************************

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

December 17 
10:30 a.m.
Festival of Lessons and Carols

(Bring Christmas baking for the reception).

December 24 
  8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist


10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist


  7:00 p.m.
Sunday School Pageant and Eucharist


11:00 p.m.
Holy Eucharist

December 25 

No Service

December 31 
  8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist


10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist ( Intergenerational Service)

January 7/01
  8:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist


10:30 a.m.
Holy Eucharist (Intergenerational Service)

*** There will be no Sunday School on December 31st and January 7th.  All children are invited to participate in the intergenerational worship services on these days.

****************************************************************************************************

Lord fill my mouth with worthwhile stuff and nudge me when I’ ve said enough.

****************************************************************************************************

WE WELCOME . . . . .


Hope Victoria Sargeant

became a new member of the church through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.  Welcome.

****************************************************************************************************

YOUTH GROUP

I thought I’d take this opportunity to share with you what the youth at St. Peter’s and in the diocese as a whole are up to.  

St. Peter’s  has a very diversified youth group.  There are youth from the church that attends and we have others who come from different churches and the rest don’t attend a church at all.  With all these different backgrounds, our weekly meetings tend to be exciting and different.

A couple of weeks ago, we hosted a youth service and the majority of the youth who participated in that service were from other churches.  It was great having their enthusiasm and inspiration with us.  These same people generally attend our weekly meetings pretty regularly.

Since there are so many new youth this year, a lot of the focus so far has been getting to know one another better so that we feel comfortable sharing our thoughts and feelings with each other.  

There are now about 10 youth who attend regularly and the meetings are held every Sunday night at 7:30 p.m.  They are 2 hours and consist of games, discussions and various other activities.

Our small parish youth group is only a piece of the bigger youth group in the Diocese.  There are usually about 4 or 5 youth events held during the year.  Usually these events are attended by many youth both in and around Winnipeg.  For example, you may have heard about Three days with God or seen pamphlets for other such events.  Generally, these events are aimed at different age groups to try and get everyone involved.  Part of the reason for holding them is the hope that when youth attend them, they get so pumped and energized and want to bring that energy back to their parishes.  And it’s up to the parish youth leaders to keep them energized and excited.

There are, of course, many youth who attend these events and don’t belong to a home parish.  This is an opportunity for them to explore their beliefs and perhaps get a better understanding of the Anglican religion. 

There are a couple of youth in our parish who are also very involved at the Diocesan level with helping to plan a lot of these events.  It is great to see them out there lending a hand wherever it is needed.  As a result, they have learned a lot of different things that have been brought back to our parish.

The Diocese also likes to keep the youth leaders in the parishes informed about different types of events, meetings or any conferences that come up through the year.  I get a mailing once a month from the Diocesan Youth Coordinator and she generally keeps me up to date on anything that may be of interest to any youth in our parish.

Well, I hope this enlightens you a bit to what the youth in our parish do and how they’re connected to the Diocesan Youth Program.  Whether they go to church or not, they are always welcome.  So, I invite any youth who have never attended a youth meeting or any Diocesan Program to give it a try.  Bring a friend if you’d like and you just might discover that you’ve found the place where you’re meant to be.  I sure did.

***   Sheri Kowaski   ***

****************************************************************************************************

Notice on Tombstone:

“Remember me as you pass by,

As you are now so once was I as I am now some day you’ll be,

So be prepared to follow me.”  Some person then added these words:

“To follow you is not my intent,

Because I don’t know which way you went.”

****************************************************************************************************

ST. PETER’S SENIORS


Our meeting on October 3rd had a number of absentees – all quite legitimate because of illness and holidays.

We welcomed a guest, Eileen Dill.

Following our custom of “member life stories” we greatly enjoyed listening to Beryl Pressey.

She was born in Rossendale, a village South West of Portage la Prairie where she started her education in a “one room” school.  She completed Grade XII at Kelvin in Winnipeg.

Beryl became an employee of the Manitoba Telephone System, and worked on the night shift as a switchboard operator.  She must have been a jolly good one, for after a time she was promoted to Supervisor and trained new operators in the daytime.

Her activities included bowling with MTS and singing in the employee Choir.

She married Peter and two sons were born to them.  Since retirement in 1983 Peter and Beryl have enjoyed travelling, curling and dancing.  They are members of two dance clubs.

To complete here very pleasant talk Beryl produced photos of 2 grandsons – both musical.  One plays the violin, the other the recorder.  Their father accompanies them on the piano.

On Sunday, October 8, the Seniors prepared and served coffee after morning service.

Several members helped to roll up the cutlery for the Fall Supper.

On the first cold, snowy day of the Fall Season our November meeting took place.

Two new members joined our group; Alice Bloomfield and Lillian Evans.

The Bazaar Committee has asked us to donate items for gift baskets – children’s items are specially welcome.

Our member Reg Lawrence had the misfortune to slip on an icy patch and break his left arm.

You never know where the Seniors will go for an outing.

On November 17th they arrived at the McPhillips St. Casino.

A splendid film on Manitoba took people back in time.  Seated in a “proper” train coach, complete with conductor, and wearing special glasses, they travelled from the Ice Age – through the years when native people were the only inhabitants – then came the explorers to this area of North America – La Verendrye – Radisson and Groseilliers (remember our school days when we called them radishes and gooseberry) – Louis Riel – the first World War – the 1919 Winnipeg Strike – the “old” city hall – the Second World War – the 1950 Flood, etc.

Rumour has it 2 of our members played the “one armed bandits” and both won some money!!

A delicious buffet lunch completed the outing.

We wish all St. Peter’s parishioners a blessed Christmas!

***   May DeWet   ***

****************************************************************************************************

If you want to make an easy job seem hard, just keep putting it off.

****************************************************************************************************

JUST A NOTE . . . .

Just a note to let people know how Stewart is doing in Mt. Pearl, Newfoundland.  He is adjusting well and is having a good time.  He has settled into school well and met a few friends already going there when he started.  He also met a girl in his class who went to his old school here in Winnipeg.  What a small world!!!

He is taking piano lessons and has a keyboard.  He said he would play sometimes in church if needed.  He is a member of an Air Cadet unit in St. John’s and is learning to play the trumpet.  They went on a camping trip as well and really enjoyed that.

He attends the Parish of All Saints in Foxtrap and will be confirmed there on December 18.  He has also joined a Youth Group at an Anglican Parish in Mt. Pearl.

He has made lots of friends and enjoys being down there.  He will be there until August of 2001.  This will be his first Christmas down there and I know he’ll really enjoy it.

If anyone would like to keep in touch with Stewart, his mailing address is:

17 Yetman Drive, Mt. Pearl, NF  A1N 3A7

his email address is:  slaskey@nfld.com

(please put his name in the subject line so that his Dad knows it is for him) I know he’d like to hear from anyone in the Parish.

****************************************************************************************************

You never get a second chance to make a good first impression.

****************************************************************************************************

A.S.A.P.

Ever wonder about the abbreviation A.S.A.P.?  Generally we think of it in terms of even more hurry and stress in our lives.

Maybe if we think of this abbreviation in a different manner, we will begin to find a new way to deal with those rough days along the way.

“There’s work to do, deadlines to meet; you’ve got no time to spare, 

But as you hurry and you scurry, Always Say A Prayer.

In the midst of family chaos, quality time is rare

Do your best; let God do the rest and Always Say A Prayer.

It may seem like your worries are more than you can bear.

Slow down and take a breather and Always Say A Prayer.

God knows how stressful life is and He wants to ease your care,

He will respond to all your needs, just Always Say A Prayer.

Today I’m saying a prayer that God will smile on you and send

You all the special blessings you desire.  Pass it on.

****************************************************************************************************

A smile doesn’t cost anything but it pays a big dividend.

****************************************************************************************************

As a prelude to celebrating our 45th anniversary, we have reprinted the story of Old St. Peter’s, which began as a mission of St. John’s Cathedral.  (Our thanks to Rev. Sharman for permission to reprint this article.)  We will continue with some of the history of our parish of St. Peter’s in the January 21st, 2001 issue of the Elm Leaf.

OLD ST. PETER’S - WINNIPEG

(Rupert’s Land News – September 1993)

(by the Rev. S.C. Sharman)

The north end of Winnipeg is famous for its cosmopolitan mixture of cultures and creeds, languages and nationalities.  The north end was home for some forty years for an Anglican parish, Old. St. Peter’s.

In the Beginning

St. Peter’s began as a mission of St. John’s Cathedral.  Their first services were held in a cottage owned by Mr. Blackburn at the corner of Magnus and Aikens.  The first service was held on November 19th, 1893, with the Rev. Canon W.A. Burman officiating, a congregation of 19 and a collection of $1.75.

By 1894, their building was too small for their growing congregation so they built a church.  This frame building seated 200 and cost $1,700.  They held their first service in their new church on July 5, 1894.  Archdeacon Fortin officiated, Canon W.A. Burman assisted and Archbishop Machray preached.  The Archbishop referred to the new church in his Charge to Synod in 1895:  “New churches have opened at St. Peter’s Mission, Winnipeg, Dauphin, St. Mark’s, Clandeboye Bay, St. George’s, Winnipeg, Souris, Hartney and Tupper.”  In 1894, the Archbishop recommended to the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge that they grant to St. Peter’s Mission £62.10S. 

The year 1899 saw two developments for St. Peter’s, both of them evidence of the congregation’s growth and prosperity.  On May 29, 1899 Archbishop Machray transformed the Mission into a Parish.  In the same year the church was enlarged to hold the growing congregation and a basement was put underneath.

Enlarged Church Growing Parish

On October 4, 1903, the Rev. Samuel Fea became rector of St. Peter’s Parish.  His time in the parish saw more growth in the congregation and a further enlargement of the church building.

In 1905, the Rural Dean, the Rev. Alfred E. Cowley, in his report to Synod, wrote:  “I may say generally, that the past year has been one of remarkable growth and expansion, both in the province at large and in Winnipeg in particular and I am happy to know that the work of our church has been growing too, but in my mind, not so rapidly as to keep pace with the growth of the country, and more especially as to keep with that of the cities…  On the north side of the city too, we find the same growth so astonishing in its rapidity and extent.  St. Peter’s, Rev. S. Fea, rector, was only born a few years ago.  Last year it raised over $3,000, and is now talking of building a new church, at an estimated cost of $2,000.”

They decided to enlarge their church and borrowed $6,500 to accomplish.  A contemporary newspaper has this glowing description of St. Peter’s:

The new church is a handsome building with a specious stone basement.  It has a total length of 98 feet with a depth in the Transepts of 58 feet, and a floor area of 3,500 square feet.  The nave 48 feet long is composed of the old building, which has undergone considerable improvement.  The Transepts and the chancel are entirely new.  The latter 26 by 24 in the shape of a double sprung Gothic Arch.  A tasty scheme of decoration prevails throughout, consisting of a combination of azure blue, gold and maroon.  A handsome altar rail decorated with gold separates the chancel from the choir.  (The Winnipeg Telegram October 5, 1905).

St. Peter’s Church was dedicated at a special service on October 4, 1905.  Archbishop Matheson preached taking as his text the words “Be ye also enlarged.”  The church was crowded for this service.

Times Change

Within a decade or so the population of the district had changed and the first promises of the parish’s growth and prosperity were not being fulfilled.  In 1919, they appealed for money.  In their appeal, they wrote:

Unfortunately, expectations were not realized.  Almost immediately afterwards a steady influx of foreign population set into the district instead of our own people increasing, and so the expected increase of contributions was not realized.  Those left struggled bravely, but had a further set-back through the financial stringency which began about four years ago.  It is only with much self-sacrifice that the congregation have managed to avert impending tax sale and mortgage sale proceedings and pay running expenses.

The parish continued despite their difficulties.  In their forty years they had seven ministers:  Canon W.A. Burman, Rev. Samuel Fea, Dr. F.S. de Mattos, Rev. C.H. Bristoll.  In 1913 they paid their rector $1,200 per annum.  In 1921 they agreed to the establishment of St. Barnabas’ Parish.  St. Barnabas began as a mission of St. Peter’s Parish but now became a parish in its own right.  During the 1920’s, when the Rev. Arthur S. Wiley was rector, the average Sunday congregation was 85.

The End

The Parish continued to decline.  Many of their members moved to newer residential suburbs and those who were left found it more difficult to maintain the church.  They decided to close their church and to dispose of its assets.  In 1930 the rectory, 367 Selkirk Ave., was sold.  In 1931 the church was demolished.  By 1936, the parish had been dissolved and most of the property sold.  They gave their organ to St. Thomas Church, Winnipeg, ‘the altar cross carpet to St. John’s church, Fisherton, chairs to St. Barnabas, Winnipeg, and the altar cross to St. Martin’s in the Field’s, Winnipeg.  The people began to attend services at St. John’s Cathedral, St. Stephen’s, Winnipeg, and Christ Church, Winnipeg.

Times Change – Again

Nothing stays still for long.  The district of St. Peter’s Church is now the home of St. Helen’s Ayamihewkamik on Manitoba Avenue and a congregation of aboriginal Anglicans.

Sources:

The Winnipeg Telegram, October 5, 1905, pg. 12, “Dedication of Saint Peter’s.”

The Winnipeg Tribune, October 1, 1932, pg. 15, “Church gives fine service to community for 40 years” by Lillian Gibbons.

********************************

Our thanks to Bill McKay for bringing this article to our attention.

********************************

NOTE:  We will be celebrating the 45th anniversary of our parish of St. Peter’s on January 21st, 2001.  Albums recording the history of our church in pictures and words will be on display during the reception after the service.

****************************************************************************************************

“If you are not pulling your weight, you may be pushing your luck.”

****************************************************************************************************

Best wishes to all for a happy and safe holiday season.

Sylvie, Brian and Joanne

****************************************************************************************************

Stay humble or stumble.

****************************************************************************************************

****************************************************************************************************

Age is not important unless you are cheese.

****************************************************************************************************
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