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May 2004 
 

 IIII n this season of Spring there is dust in the air.  This time, though, the dust is 

not only from the outside, it is also from the inside – from the construction work in the 
church.  It has been amazing to see how quickly the changes have taken place.  The 
first and dramatic change was with the taking down of the side rooms and which had the 
effect of opening up the front of the church.  We were all surprised at how wide it looked 
and how big the church seemed.  There was also the large expanse of beautiful brick.  
The next step was in the rebuilding of the platform, which seemed to take no time at all.  
There has been a lot of cutting with the re-shaping of the pews and that is where all the 
dust has come from.  It is surprising how sitting in an angled pew makes one much 
more aware of other people on the row.  Hopefully this will heighten the sense of 
community. 
 
There was certainly a wonderful sense of community amongst the work party of 17 men 
and women during the first two days when the side rooms were taken down.  Working 
together on a project is such a good way to get to know other members of the church.  
That has long been experienced by those who have worked on bazaars, rummage 
sales, Pub Nite, and the flower stand, as well as many other events.  Sitting down and 
having lunch was also a good time of being together.  
 
It’s interesting to note how much of our life together is centred on meals.  There are the 
men and women’s groups that meet over breakfast, and an important part of the 
seniors’ outings is to have lunch together.  Pot-luck suppers have been a long time 
favourite.  Then of course our central act of worship is to gather round the table and 
share a sacred meal. 
 
For the past few weeks we have been sharing our sacred meal in the Parish Hall.  For 
the founding members of the Parish this was where it all began.  Newer members may 
not know that our present Parish Hall was the original church building where worship 
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services began in 1956.  The furniture was arranged differently then, with the 
Altar against the North wall.  The community worshiped there until the new 
church was built in 1961.  That must have been a time of great excitement, 
looking forward to being able to worship in the new church.  I expect that 

people did much the same thing as they are today and peeked inside 
the new space each week to see how things were coming along.   
 

The temporary arrangement that we have now in the Parish Hall has worked out very 
well.  The setting up and putting away of the chairs has gone very smoothly and people 
have been willing to put up with the inconvenience.  Several people have commented 
on a heightened sense of togetherness and of community.  We are all physically closer 
together and there is more of a sense of being gathered around the table.  We may be 
having a foretaste of what the new worship space will be like, because one of the ideas 
behind the renovations was to heighten the sense of being gathered round the table and 
acting out more clearly our belief that Christ is in our midst. 
 
In this Easter season we are particularly aware of the presence of the risen Christ in our 
midst.  On several occasions when the disciples met Jesus after finding the tomb 
empty, they knew him in the breaking of the bread.  For Christians today, it is in the 
breaking of the bread together that we continue to proclaim and experience the 
presence of the risen Christ.  We also experience his presence in the community who 
gather to worship – we are the body of Christ.   
 
The other, and motivating, reason for the changes was the desire to make it possible for 
everyone to receive communion at the communion rail together.  The desire for 
accessibility was central in the new design.  Not only can everyone gather at the 
communion rail without having to negotiate steps, the worship platform is now fully 
accessible so that readers, choir members, etc can enter via a gradual ramp if 
necessary. 
 
On May 30 we will hold our first service in the renewed worship space.  As we do so we 
will be continuing the tradition of a faithful parish community who have gathered to 
worship God for the past 48 years.  In that time many people have experienced St. 
Peter’s to be a supportive, inclusive community who know the presence of Christ in their 
midst.  We look forward to being able to experience and express that reality in the 
visible ways which are inherent in the new design. 
 

***   Phil Barnett   *** 

 
 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 

Age doesn’t mean a thing; the oldest violin plays the sweetest music. 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
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THE SHARING TABLE 
 

I’m watching my rhubarb growing (very very slowly this year!), 
and I realize the time for garden surplus is almost upon us.   
 
Last year, the first year of the Sharing Table, fruit, flowers, vegetables, herbs 
- all appeared week by week, brought by those who had an abundance, to 
be shared with those who love garden-grown produce, or garden flowers, 

but who no longer have a garden.  One week, baking appeared – a wonderful 
expansion of sharing for those who love to bake, but have no-one to bake for. 
 
The process is simple – if you have a few extra fresh veggies, fruits, flowers or herbs 
from your garden, bring them on Sunday and put them on the Sharing Table.  If you 
have baked during the week, package up a few cookies or muffins for those who don’t 
get to eat home baking very often. 
 
And then – they are there for the taking. The only cost to the takers is a 
voluntary donation which will be given to St. Matthew’s Maryland 
Community ministry  (last summer we donated over $200 from the 
Sharing Table).  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 

The darkest night that fell on earth never put one star out. 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 

RESIDENTIAL SCHOOLS CAMPAIGN---WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT? 
 
 
This is a summary of the historical background presented during sermon time at the 
beginning of the campaign on April 28/04. 
 
The Diocesan campaign is named "Responding in Love--Living God's will to love 
one another". 
 
As we are all aware, the Aboriginal community in Canada has suffered because of the 
impact of the residential schools system on their cultures, their families and their 
emotional health.  
 
During the period from 1820 until 1969, the Anglican Church operated 26 residential 
schools across the country. Many aboriginal children were sent to these schools in their 
teens and many were grateful for the education they received. However, many children 
at much younger ages were forced to leave their families and live in the schools from 
age 6 on and they had very little contact with their parents and other family members 
except for summer vacations. Thousands of children were abused emotionally, 
spiritually, physically and sexually while in the care of the schools. 
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The legacy of these dreadful events is that children lost their languages, their cultural 
practices and their relationships with their parents. Often, children could not 
communicate in their mother tongue when they went home during the summer and 
families were torn apart by feelings of inadequacy and powerlessness. Children who 
were abused lost their innocence and trust. 
 
It is by being effectively parented that we in turn learn to parent and when this cycle is 
disrupted, there is no template for an individual to follow when he or she becomes a 
parent themselves. The artificial and often destructive atmosphere of a boarding school 
does not provide the role models that human beings require in order to learn how to put 
the needs of their children first and to be safe and nurturing caregivers. 
 
 Persons who have experienced sexual abuse often experience a spiritual death.  In 
order to close out and numb some of the pain, some people will use drugs and alcohol 
to deaden their senses. This becomes addictive behaviour quite easily and then whole 
new problems emerge. Added to this for many aboriginal persons is the sense of being 
inferior and being not good enough in the eyes of the dominant culture.  
 
Parents with few skills at parenting coupled with addiction issues often experience the 
loss of their kids to the child welfare system. Many work hard at treatment programs but 
often setbacks occur frequently because it is so difficult to come to terms with the 
reasons for the addiction.  
 
In my work as a Social Worker, I have worked with many individuals who bear this 
legacy of being poorly parented by graduates of the residential school system and they 
in turn are not able to be successful with their children. The impact of the schools is a 
multi-generational one and we continue to see the emotional and spiritual fallout in 
many of today's aboriginal families. The despair of addiction and memories of abuse 
leads people into negative and often violent relationships with each other devoid of the 
harmony and respect for others that the aboriginal elders would have taught the 
children. Many become involved with the law and wind up in a correctional institution. 
Suicide rates are high in aboriginal communities where despair and addiction is 
common. Elders speak of lost generations because of the impacts of the residential 
schools. 
 
The legacy continues.  It is time to begin to make things right. Healing does not occur if 
the wound is not acknowledged. In 1993, our Primate Michael Peers acknowledged the 
wounding and he apologized to the aboriginal peoples on behalf of our Anglican 
Church. Now we can do our part to restore harmony and healing. 
 
The campaign is to raise our Diocese's portion of the debt-$750,000.00. One third will 
be utilized in local projects to enhance the lives of those living with the after effects of 
the schools. Two thirds will go to the national project. We are asked to pledge over a 3-
year period. The pledge forms are available. Any amount will be an important 
contribution to this campaign. 

***   Submitted by Karen Fraser   *** 
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HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UPDATE 
 
Plans for this summer’s Habitat “build” are rapidly coming together.  The twelve 
Christian and Jewish faith communities of the River Heights Ministerial Group will build 
a home to be purchased by Dan and Elaine Skubovios and their family.  While it was 
hoped that the home would be located in the River Heights area, the proposed lot was 
not available.  Hence, the home will be one of 8 to be built by Habitat in Transcona.  (As 
well, Habitat will build 4 homes elsewhere in Manitoba.)  The building blitz will take 
place on Saturday, August 7 and Monday through Friday, August 9 through 14. 
 
St. Peters’ financial contribution to the cost of the home, originally set at $5,000, was 
subsequently reduced to half that amount.  However, our congregation has been 
extremely generous and as of May 2, we had raised almost $4,100.  If you would like to 
contribute, please indicate the amount on your Sunday envelope. 
 
The Women’s Friendship Group and the Men’s Breakfast Group are considering the 
possibility of combining forces to provide one of the volunteer builders’ breakfasts or 
lunches during the build.   
 
Numerous parishioners, both men and women, have already volunteered to work during 
the build, and there is a supply of volunteer application forms on the bulletin board at 
the entrance to the Parish Hall.  When completed, the forms can be deposited in the 
mailbox of either Glenn Morris or Bill Harwood.  Habitat provides the tools, instruction 
and supervision for the would-be carpenters.  Previous construction experience is 
not required. 
 
Habitat representatives will meet with the representatives of the twelve faith groups of 
the River Heights Ministerial on Tuesday, May 11.  Please stay tuned for further 
updates.  
 
**************************************************************************************************** 

Tact is the ability to keep your shirt on while trying to get something off your chest. 

**************************************************************************************************** 

MAN’S BEST FRIEND 
 

 
A WOMAN STOOD OUTSIDE A GROCERY STORE with her dog and a 
sign that read:  Talking dog for sale.  Only $5. 

 
“Talking dog?” said a man passing by.  “Dogs can’t talk.” 

 
 “This one can,” said the woman. 
 
 “Well if that’s true, I’ll give you $20 for him,” said the man sarcastically. 
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 Just then, the dog pawed at the man’s leg and said, “Please take me with you.  
This woman isn’t very nice.  She refuses to take me on walks, never gives me treats, 
and won’t drive me to the vet.  Did you know I was once the most famous dog in the 
country?  I starred in movies.  I’ve been a guest at the White House.  My autobiography 
was on the bestseller list for 20 weeks.” 
 
 “Wow!  He really can talk,” gasped the man.   
 
 “This dog is amazing.  Why on earth would you want to sell him?” 
 
 “Hmm,” sighed the woman, “I just can’t take any more of his lies.” 
 

***   Bob Phillips, editor Harvest House   *** 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 
>GOD:   St. Francis, you know all about gardens and nature. What in 
the world is going on down there in the world? What happened to the 
dandelions, violets, thistle and stuff I started eons ago? I had a 
perfect, no-maintenance garden plan. Those plants grow in any 
type of soil, withstand drought and multiply with abandon. The 
nectar from the long lasting blossoms attracts butterflies, 
honeybees and flocks of songbirds.. I expected to see a vast garden 
of colors by now. But all I see are these green rectangles. 
 
ST. FRANCIS:  It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The Suburbanites.  They started 
calling your flowers "weeds" and went to great lengths to kill them and replace them 
with grass. 
 
GOD:  Grass? But it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't attract butterflies, birds and 
bees, only grubs and sod worms. It's temperamental with temperatures. Do these 
Suburbanites really want all that grass growing there? 
 
ST. FRANCIS:  Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it and keep it green. 
They begin each spring by fertilizing grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up 
in the lawn. 
 
GOD: The spring rains and warm weather probably make grass grow really fast. That 
must make the Suburbanites happy. 
 
ST. FRANCIS: Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they cut it, sometimes 
twice a week. 
 
GOD: They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay? 
 
ST. FRANCIS:  Not exactly Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in bags. 
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GOD:  They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it? 
 
ST. FRANCIS:  No, sir-just the opposite. They pay to throw it away. 
 
GOD:  Now, let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it will grow.  And when it 
does grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: Yes, sir. 
 
GOD: These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when we cut back on the 
rain and turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth and saves them a lot of work. 
 
ST. FRANCIS:  You aren't going to believe this, Lord. When the grass stops growing so 
fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money to water it so they can continue to mow it 
and pay to get rid of it. 
 
GOD:  What nonsense. At least they kept some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of 
genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and 
shade in the summer.  In the autumn they fall to the ground and form a natural blanket 
to keep moisture in the soil and protect the trees and bushes. Plus, as they rot, the 
leaves form compost to enhance the soil. It's a natural circle of life. 
 
ST. FRANCIS: You'd better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn a new circle. 
As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them into great piles and pay to have them hauled 
away. 
 
GOD:  No. What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots in the winter and to keep 
the soil moist and loose? 
 
ST. FRANCIS:  After throwing away the leaves, they go out and buy something which 
they call mulch. They haul it home and spread it around in place of the leaves.  
 
GOD:  And where do they get this mulch? 
 
ST. FRANCIS: They cut down trees and grind them up to make the mulch. 
 
GOD:  Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. St.Catherine, you're in charge 
of the arts.  What movie have you scheduled for us tonight?  
 
ST. CATHERINE:  "Dumb and Dumber," Lord. It's a real stupid movie about... 
 
GOD:  Never mind, I think I just heard the whole story from St. Francis. 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 

Remember when you point a finger, three are pointing back at you. 

**************************************************************************************************** 
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FRIENDS OF THE R.C.C.O. 
 
St. Peter’s has the distinction of having more Friends of the Royal 
Canadian College of Organists than any other church in the city. 
 
About one year ago I had a little one man campaign to persuade 
people to become Friends of the R.C.C.O. and the response was very 
good.  I hope that all present Friends will renew their membership and 
that more other people will join us. 
 
In case you’ve forgotten, by becoming a Friend of the R.C.C.O. you will receive 
newsletters and other information concerning music in the city involving organs.  Maybe 
you are not an organ buff, but a membership provides scholarship funds which are very 
helpful to students.  Winnipeg needs more organists and there are few organ students 
on the horizon.  Being a Friend only costs a minimum donation of $30 for which a tax 
deductible receipt is issued. 
 
Let’s keep up the good work.  Any questions?  Ask me, or better still give me cheque 
payable to the R.C.C.O. 
 

***   Reg Lawrence   *** 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 

It’s hard for someone to keep a chip on their shoulder if they are given a chance to take a bow 

once in a while. 

 
**************************************************************************************************** 

A person who gets down to brass tacks usually rises rapidly. 

 

**************************************************************************************************** 
 
What is noble can be said in any language, and what is mean should be said in none. 

 
***   Moses Ben Maimon (1135-1204) Philosopher and Physician 

 
**************************************************************************************************** 

Even smiling at someone, I feel as if I’m doing something to 

make the world a better place. 

 
***   Danny Glover – Actor and human rights activist   *** 

 
******************************************************************************************* 

The sweetest of all sounds is praise.  ** Xenophon (c. 431-352 B.C.) Historian ** 
 

**************************************************************************************************** 
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 ALWAYS PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD 
 

A WEALTHY MAN SAID TO HIS SERVANT of many years, “I must leave the country for 
a while.  In my absence I would like you to build me a house.  You can design and 
construct whatever you like.  I trust your judgment.  I have left money to cover the 
materials, expenses, and your time.” 
 
Once the servant started work on the project, he decided to cut corners wherever he 
could and increase the amount he billed for his labor.  He used materials that looked 
good but were poor in quality, figuring that by the time the house started to deteriorate, 
he would be long gone – enjoying the money he was siphoning from the budget. 

 
After a year, the wealthy man returned from his trip and inquired after the house.  
 
 “Everything was completed on schedule, sir,” said the servant. 
 
 “And are you satisfied with what you have created?” asked the wealthy man. 
 
 “Oh, yes,” lied the servant. 
 
 “Good, because I want you to have this house as a token of my appreciation for your years of 
service to me.” 
 
The servant was ashamed – and dismayed.  He’d already squandered the money he’d embezzled.  And 
now, he was saddled with a house that would forever remind him of his lack of integrity and character. 

 
**************************************************************************************************** 

CHERISHED TREASURES  …. 

 

IN MEDIEVAL BAVARIA, A CASTLE FILLED WITH RICHES CAME 

UNDER ATTACK.  The invading army was strong and 

claimed victory over the castle, its inhabitants, 

and its treasures. 

 

The men of the castle accepted their defeat and were 

prepared to surrender.  But their wives had other plans.  With 

their lives and their wealth at stake, the women decided to 

negotiate their own truce with the invaders.  Ultimately, it was 

agreed that the women would be guaranteed safe passage from the 

castle with whatever possessions they could carry out of it. 

 

The gates opened and the women walked out slowly.  Their backs 

bend under the weight of their most valued possessions.  At the 

sight of these brave wives, the soldiers of the conquering army 

were moved to tears.  The invaders knew that the women wouldn’t 

be able to remove all of the treasures the castle held.  Yet, it 

never occurred to them what the women considered to be their 

true wealth.  Each wife had left behind all of her gold, jewels 

and other material possessions – and carried out her husband. 

**************************************************************** 



Page 10 

CHANGES IN OUR WORSHIP SPACE 
 
The following is a brief outline of the project as it proceeded up to time of publication. 
 
The Side Rooms -  From time to time the question would be asked where we are going 
to put the “stuff” from the side rooms.  The answer was Bob Cook’s housecleaning, 
creating a basement storage room and putting up many shelves in various rooms.  By 
April 12th the rooms were empty. 
 
April 12 and shortly thereafter -  On April 12th the take-down of the two side rooms 
was started, including the moving out of all the furniture, fixtures, organ, altar and altar 
rail from the chancel area.  The crew of 16 persons was under the direction of Bill 
Harwood, Bob Cook and Glen Morris. 
 
The take-down went very smoothly; outside paneling was salvaged for future cabinets.  
Doors came out complete with frames; all was completed in 1 ½ days in half the 
estimated time. 
 
Electrical circuits – 1961 vintage - The south room labeled “office” and the north room 
labeled “Organ & Sacristy” were wired for wall plugs and ceiling lights all of which 
required that these circuits be relocated for use in the deck or terminated.  Peter Mulla 
with Bob Cook and Bill Harwood assisting, spent the rest of the week in the crawl space 
under the church floor tracing circuits, etc.  Many thanks to Peter and his helpers. 
 
The New Look -  With the rooms gone, the full significance of the large east brick wall 
came into being; a wall that could be emphasized with light and banners. 
 
New Altar Area & Pew Restructuring -  The new altar area platform with a smaller font 
platform was soon in place.  Cutting and re-joining the pews in the angle position started 
and as May 1st, were completed. 
 
Furnishings & Cabinets, etc. -  The new wooden choir and officiates chairs are under 
construction by a local manufacturer.  Mr. A. Yeo, who built the mail box in the narthex 
completed a new cabinet for the sound equipment to be at the back of the church and a 
new credence table for the altar area is now also completed. 
 
Flooring, Lighting and Windows -  The new tile under the pews has been installed; 
the pews have been fastened in place and the kneelers cut and reinstalled.  The 
hardwood floor on the altar area has been installed and ready for sanding and sealing. 
The new windows are on site and will be installed shortly. 
Accent lighting for east wall, font and altar area will be installed within the next week. 
 
Work Parties -  Bill Harwood and Bob Cook will be starting soon with work parties to 
clean wood work behind the cross and in the far corner.  They will appreciate your help. 
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People involved in many ways -  This has been a different project from our previous 
projects.  Being smaller in scope many jobs are being done with our own skills.  In the 
weekly meetings, Phil Barnett, Colin Dorrian, Maureen Tait, Francis Tester, Rob 
Sprange, Bob Cook, Bill Harwood and myself, review the progress, make decisions for 
work yet to be done, contact suppliers for quotes, etc.  It is anticipated that with the 
progress to date, the end of May should see us in our new worship space. 
 

***  Bill McKay   *** 
 
**************************************************************** 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
 

A  BIG ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  
 
Brian and I would like to thank the Sunday School teachers and helpers for all 
their work, support and smiles that they brought to the children every Sunday this 
year!!!  To the following teachers and helpers:  Michelle Senkiw, Cori Dorrian, 

Joan Howes, Yvone Kyle, Cindy Rhodes and Lynda Daun - thank you very much for 
another successful year! 
 
PARENTS, please mark it on your calendar - Registration for Sunday School is 
September 12, ALL CHILDREN AGES 4 TO 17 ARE WELCOME.  Have a great and 
safe summer! 

***   Sylvie & Brian King, Sunday School Superintendents   *** 

 
**************************************************************************************************** 

When you go to sleep at night, give God all your 

problems –  
he is up all night anyway. 

**************************************************************************************************** 
If you want to make a huge impact on a person’s life, give him or her a kind word or two. 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 

Just as there are no little people or unimportant lives, there is no insignificant work. 

 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 
The happiest of people don’t necessarily have the best of everything; they just make the 
most of everything that comes along their way.  *** AUTHOR UNKOWN (Contributed by 

Debbie Huges, Toronto, Ontario) *** 
 

**************************************************************************************************** 


