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During the past five years, 
since my arrival at St. 
Peter’s, our parish has been 
given the opportunity to 
recognize the new context 
in which the church has 
become situated over the 
past few decades: namely, 
a Post-Christendom 
context, where the church 
no longer has a dominant 
voice; where membership 
is rapidly declining; where 
attending church out of a 
sense of duty is rapidly a 
thing of the past; where a 

renewed commitment to 
serious discipleship steeped 
in life-long learning is 
considered essential.
Informed by this new 
reality, parish leadership 
guided the parish through 
a one year process which 
led to the development 
of our Purpose, Vision, 
and Goals. This important 
piece of visionary work is 
integrated into much of 
our worship and ministry 
in order to maintain and 
inform our focus.

Purpose & Vision Statements - May 2015

(continued next page)

Some of the beautiful and creative work available at the Emerging Artists 
Exhibition and Sale

The
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Purpose  (cont.)

The statements are as follows:
Purpose Statement
To be a Christian community 
seeking to love God, grow in 
faith and serve the world.

Vision Statements
1. We believe that God is 

calling us to worship that 
is rooted in Scripture and 
the ancient teachings of 
the church, and creates 
opportunities to experience 
the Presence of God, so 
that worshippers are 
nourished, transformed, 
empowered and sent out 
into the world to love and 
serve.

2. We believe that God is 
calling us to develop an 
intentional ministry that 
implements a sense of 
welcome and hospitality 
expressed throughout 
Scripture and promotes a 
culture of inclusion and 
belonging.

3. We believe that God 
is calling St. Peter’s to 
develop disciples through 
Christian faith formation 
that is tailored to each age 

group and informs and 
transforms our lives.

4. We believe that God is 
calling us to shift from a 
consumer-driven culture 
of paying dues/taking 
collection to embracing 
a faith-based culture of 
stewardship expressed 
through the generosity of 
time, talent and treasure 
that is shaped and rooted 
in our personal and 
corporate response to the 
abundant outpouring of 
God’s gifts and grace.

5. We believe that 
God is calling us to 
further develop active 
relationships and 
engagement within St. 
Peter’s and beyond as 
we: (1) respond to human 
need by loving service, (2) 
seek to transform unjust 
structures, (3) challenge 
and resist violence, and 
(4) pursue peace and 
reconciliation.

6. We believe that God is 
calling us to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and to 
sustain and renew the life 
of the earth.

Rev. Canon Donna Joy

No trees were harmed in the 
making of this newsletter!
This newsletter was printed on 
Envirographic 100 paper, which is 
comprised of 100% Post-Consumer 
Waste. It’s also 100% Processed 
Chlorine Free and acid-free as well.

Have you ever woken up 
Sunday morning and thought 
“Why go to church?” Timothy 
Radcliffe wrote Why Go To 
Church to think about the 
answer to this very real 
question - framed from the 
perspective of the Eucharist. 
Full of insights into the drama 
that we call the Eucharist, the 
book relates each of its three 
acts to the story of our lives. 
You are invited to join us as we 
do a 7 week study of the book. 
Each class is presented twice:

Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.  
Oct. 13 to Nov. 23, 2015 

or 
Sundays following Eucharist 

Oct. 18 to Nov. 29, 2015
Reading the book and 
attending the discussion 
sessions will open up the 
meaning of the Eucharist 
and enrich your worship 
experience. You will be left 
with an increased wonder 
at the great mystery of the 
Eucharist - the Body and 
Blood of Christ - while finding 
answers to many of the little 
mysteries of what is going on 
in the liturgy.
Books are available to purchase 
through the church office (see 
Shelagh) or through Amazon.
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Primate’s World Relief  and Development Fund - From May 2015
When disasters like the recent 
earthquakes in Nepal capture 
the world’s attention, relief 
organizations like the Primate’s 
World Relief and Development 
Fund (PWRDF) are on site in 
short order to assist. But have 
you ever wondered where 
this organization came from? 
And what exactly does it 
do when there are no large-
scale disasters that require its 
assistance?
PWRDF is the Canadian 
Anglican response for 
emergency relief, development 
and justice. PWRDF came 
into existence in the late 1950s 
because of a 
disaster at a 
coal mine in 
Nova Scotia 
where 75 
people 
lost their 
lives. This 
tragedy 
moved Anglicans and other 
Canadians to respond 
with assistance for the 
stricken families. The 
church recognized a need 
for an efficient process to 
channel assistance quickly in 
emergency situations. From 
this the Primate’s World Relief 
was established in 1959.
In the late 1960s, the name 
was officially changed to 
the Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund 
to reflect the agency’s 
maturing program, focus and 
philosophy. PWRDF came to 
see that much deeper, long-

term development needs were 
strongly connected to most of 
the suffering caused by natural 
or human provoked disasters. 
More significantly, PWRDF 
realized the people who 
experienced these problems 
first hand were in the best 
position to develop long-term 
solutions.
PWRDF moved into the 
1970s with a commitment 
to addressing long-term 
development needs. They 
were also committed to 
working in partnership 
with local communities and 
organizations. PWRDF became 

more active in 
public engagement 
and recognized 
the need to engage 
Canadians in 
tackling injustice.
The 1980s saw 
PWRDF working 
actively with 

refugees by establishing the 
Refugee Sub-committee and 
the Refugee Co-ordinator 
network. The 1990s saw 
PWRDF continuing to 
grow while building strong 
programs and global 
partnerships. In 1999, PWRDF 
mandated a National Youth 
Initiative to engage young 
Canadians in social justice 
issues.
In 2000, PWRDF became 
a separately incorporated 
agency with support from 
the Anglican Church of 
Canada and the recognition 

and approval of the federal 
government of Canada.
PWRDF works with a variety 
of other agencies to fulfill its 
mission. While it is an Anglican 
organization, it works with 
many ecumenical and secular 
groups to help bring about a 
truly just and peaceful world.
In addition to providing 
disaster relief in Nepal, here 
are some other areas where 
PWRDF has been involved 
lately:

• Bicycle Ambulance 
program- Mozambique

• School Feeding Program- 
Haiti

• Disaster relief- Tropical 
Cyclone Pamela in Vanuatu, 
Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines

• Water Project- Pikangikum 
First nation, Northwest 
Ontario

PWRDF’s guiding principle 
is to listen and learn from its 
partners in its development 
work. It remains a Christian 
organization committed 
to a vision of international 
development and global 
justice.
Much of this information 
was taken from the PWRDF 
website, PWRDF.org. Please 
visit the website for more 
information about PWRDF and 
how you can help. 

Bruce Gunderson 
St. Peter’s Parish PWRDF 

Representative

“PWRDF... works with 
many ecumenical and 
secular groups to help 

bring about a truly just 
and peaceful world.”
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Visit from John Kafwanka - From June 2015
St. Peter’s was very pleased 
to welcome the Rev. John 
Kafwanka to our worship 
on Sunday, June 14, 2015. 
Originally from Zambia, John 
is the Director of Mission 
for the world-wide Anglican 
Communion with offices in 
London, UK. He is passionate 
about discipleship: how we 
live it out in our everyday 
lives and how examples and 
resources on discipleship can 
be shared with others around 
the world. He was visiting 
Rupert’s Land at Bishop Don’s 
invitation, to learn more about 
the growing emphasis on 
discipleship taking place in our 
Diocese. As our guest preacher, 
John reminded us of the 
Good News that God loves us 

unconditionally; that God calls 
us to love God and invites us 
to join with God in loving the 
world. We are the witnesses 
to God’s love in the world. As 
disciples we honour God in 
the power of the Holy Spirit; 
we are called to ‘love Jesus, live 
Jesus, serve Jesus’.
On Sunday afternoon, Donna 
Joy and Margaret Clarke 
welcomed the opportunity to 
meet with the Rev. Kafwanka 
and others in the Diocese to 
exchange information on what 
is happening with discipleship 
in different parishes. John had 
heard good things about the 
ways in which we are ‘growing 
disciples’ at St. Peter’s. It was 
a delight to share a little about 
our visioning process and 

how it is shaping our worship 
and work. We were also really 
pleased to offer concrete 
examples of our growing 
discipleship: the Atrium and 
the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd for young children; 
adult Christian Education 
programs; and new initiatives 
in Outreach projects. God is 
working in and through us at 
St. Peter’s – thanks be to God!

Margaret Clarke 
Mission & Outreach

The Gift of  Prayer and Comfort - From June 2015
When I was diagnosed with 
metastatic kidney cancer in 
May, 2005, our long-time 
friend, Dave, decided to knit 
a prayer shawl for me. I knew 
nothing about this project until 
several months later when 
Dave invited Ernie and me to 
meet with himself, his wife 
Pat, and their granddaughter 
Brianna in the park. Sitting at 
a picnic table near the Duck 
Pond, Dave surprised me with 
the wonderful gift of the prayer 
shawl. I had never before heard 
of a prayer shawl and assumed 
it was a shawl I would wear 
when praying. Dave explained 
that prayer shawls are part of 

a ministry in which the knitter 
prays each time he/she knits. 
Many blessings and prayers 
were knit into it. Dave had 
never knit before, but had 
learned how in order to knit 
this shawl. Also, he enclosed 
a copy of information about 
prayer shawls and the ministry. 
What a beautiful gift!
In the months and years that 
followed, I was often feeling 
weak and ill with treatments, 
and spent many hours 
wrapped in this cozy shawl 
while I read, meditated, or 
prayed. The shawl still awaits 
me on the back of that chair, 

ready to surround me during 
times of retreat.

Jean Masiowski
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Emerging Artists Exhibition and Sale - From June 2015
The Emerging Artists 
Exhibition and Sale is 
becoming a major spring event 
for St Peter’s!
Through this event, St. Peter’s 
offers a venue to emerging 
artists to showcase their art 
publicly. This year the show 
featured various art disciplines 
such as oils, water colours and 
photography in addition to 
pottery, fused glass, sculptures 
and silver jewellery. 
We used all our available space 
in the parish hall and Narthex 
and were able to showcase 25 
artists’ works. This is triple 
the first year’s event, so we see 
ourselves growing. There was 
wonderful feedback from many 
artists who told us they really 
appreciated the way they were 
taken care of and the general 
atmosphere of the show. 

They thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves 
and want to be part 
of the event next 
year. 
This year we held 
a Friday “Opening 
Night” where the 
community was 
invited to come 
and meet the 
artists, see their 
works, and celebrate spring 
with us. This was wildly 
successful for introducing both 
artists and St Peter’s to the 
community. Definitely an event 
that needs repeating.
We also introduced a Sunday 
after-service showing that 
was very well received by 
both the parishioners and 
the community. The artists 
themselves enjoyed the 

extra day and many 
confirmed they would 
do this again next 
year.
And finally, we were 
a financial success as 
well, thanks to the 
efforts and positive 

energy of the event team and 
volunteers who were needed to 
make this event happen. Those 
who participated had great 
fun working with the artists 
and sharing time/information 
with the community, and truly 
enjoyed themselves. Many 
parishioners have already 
asked to be part of this event 
next year. 
I hope you get the chance 
to review and enjoy all the 
pictures we have to capture this 
event. 
Many thanks to all of you for 
such a successful annual event.

Sue Slater 
Event Coordinator

New Baby Clothes Needed!
Rod and Susan will once again be taking baby clothes with 
them when they head to Mexico February 1. The priority this 
year is for newborn and 6-month-old sleepers and receiving 
blankets. These must be new and have receipts (for customs 
clearance). New home-made items: blankets, sweaters, etc. are 
treasured by the families and will also be greatly appreciated. 

A suitcase will be placed in the Narthex to receive your 
generous donations of the next few months.

A newborn sports some of the 
donated items from last year
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What has your Vestry been working on? - From July 2015
At this half-way point in the 
year, you may be wondering 
what your Vestry leadership 
team has been working on? 
This is a good time to offer an 
update because our areas of 
intentional focus have recently 
been further developed.
It all started with our visioning 
process, which began with 
exploring the new context 
in which the church has 
become situated over the 
past few decades: namely, a 
Post-Christendom context, 
where the church no longer 
has a dominant voice; where 
membership in many parishes 
is often declining; where 
attending church out of a sense 
of duty is rapidly a thing of 
the past; where a renewed 
commitment to serious 
discipleship, steeped in life-
long learning, is considered 
essential. Informed by this new 
reality, our 
leadership 
team guided 
the parish 
through a one 
year process 
which 
led to the 
development 
of our 
‘Purpose, 
Vision, and 
Goals.’ Vestry is committed to 
ensuring that this important 
piece of visionary work is 
integrated into the very fabric 
of all that we do, and who we 
become.

Through our Visioning process 
we identified our Purpose 
Statement: St. Peter’s is to 
be a Christian community 
seeking to love God, grow in 
faith and serve the world. This 
is why we exist. We are held 
accountable to this statement 
as we carry out God’s work 
(within St. Peter’s and beyond).
Six Vision Statements were 
then discerned and established. 
We have re-designed our 
Vestry Agenda so that 
everything we discern, discuss, 
and decide will be faithful to 
our Purpose Statement and 
these Six Vision Statements 
that inform our ministries and 
maintain our focus.
Specific goals have since been 
prepared by the various groups 
and committees. As you can 
see, some goal-setting has been 
completed, while others are 

a work in 
progress. As 
the work of 
this Visioning 
process 
evolves, these 
goals will, 
of course, 
change over 
time.
It is our 
sincere hope 

and prayer that the work of 
this Visioning process will 
continue to challenge and 
inform St. Peter’s disciples, 
and focus our planning as 
we discern and carry out 
God’s work in the church and 
beyond.

Over the next few months, 
Vestry’s specific areas of focus 
are: 
(1) Capital Campaign [to raise 

money for a roof/organ/ 
refugee sponsorship];

(2) Plans to celebrate St. Peter’s 
60th Anniversary in 2016;

(3) New initiatives for Mission 
and Outreach;

(4) Discerning effective and 
realistic ways that we 
may become equipped 
to respond to health 
emergencies which occur 
within St. Peter’s building.

Of course, in addition to these 
particular areas of focus, 
everything else will continue to 
move forward effectively and 
faithfully, in true St. Peter’s 
manner.
Thanks be to God, for all that 
St. Peter’s is, and all that God is 
helping us become.

Margaret Clarke 
Rector’s Warden“...everything we discern, 

discuss, and decide will 
be faithful to our Purpose 
Statement and these Six 
Vision Statements that 

inform our ministries and 
maintain our focus”

Artists Exhibition 
& Sale photos are 
provided courtesy 
of Joe Oczerklewicz� 
Prayer shawl and altar 
guild photos courtesy 
of Marcus Le Nabat� All 
other original photos 
appearing in this issue 
of the Elm Leaf are 
supplied courtesy of Ian 
Chalmers�
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The Altar Guild at St. Peter’s - From August 2015
My first memory of an Altar 
Guild is going with my mum 
to St. Barnabas, Deep River on 
a Saturday morning and sitting 
on the floor putting Brasso 
on the processional cross and 
then polishing it. The cross was 
quite elaborate and someone 
bigger than me had to polish it 
again afterward. I think I might 
have been 5.
Fortunately, for those of us on 
the Altar Guild at St. Peter’s, 
the processional cross is quite 

plain, no elaborate curlicues to 
get polish out of and we only 
do that job about twice a year. 
And we don’t have much brass 
to do.
The rest of the work of the 
Altar Guild is really very 
simple and straightforward. 
We prep the church for each 
service. That means putting 
out the chalices, the bread 
and wine and all the linens 
that are used during the 
Eucharist. After service, we 

wash everything and put 
it away, take the linen 
home, wash and iron it 
there, and return it as 
soon as possible.
For Easter and 
Christmas, we do some 
decorating with plants 
and flowers. There is a 
separate group that does 
the flowers for regular 
services. That is Sally 
Cranston, Janet Bouskill, 

Susan Sprange and yours truly 
when needed. If you want 
to give flowers on a certain 
Sunday, you sign up on the 
sheet on the sacristy door and 
one of the above will contact 
you to ask what you would like.
Our groups usually work a 
month at a time, for 4 Sundays 
in a row. This makes knowing 
where the linen is easier and 
scheduling simpler, both for the 
members and for the secretary, 
Ellen Gould.
Being part of the Altar Guild is 
a very easy but essential part 
of making the services run 
smoothly. If you are interested 
in being part of this please let 
me or the co-convenor, Cori 
Dorrian know. You would be 
added onto a team until you 
felt comfortable with the work 
and then would form a part of a 
new team.

E. Mary DeGrow 
Altar Guild

Musical Notes - From September 2015
It has been great to have our 
choir back in their places after 
the summer break. If you have 
been in church the last few 
Sundays, you will have noticed 
a couple of new faces. We are 
delighted to welcome soprano 
Shirley Eckhardt and baritone 
Jean van der Merwe. Jean is on 
our bursary program. He is a 
third year voice student with 
Mel Braun at the Desautels 
Faculty of Music at the 
University of Manitoba. We 

are also pleased that tenor 
Alex Milevic, another bursary 
student is back with us. 
As in past years, we welcome 
singers to join us for Advent 
and Christmas music. The 
Carol Service will be Sunday, 
December 20 at 7:00 pm and 
involves several choir pieces 
as well as the congregational 
hymns. If you are available for 
Thursday evening rehearsals 
and would like to be part of 
the carol service and/or the 

Advent service music, please 
contact me at linfearn@mymts.
net so that I can have enough 
copies of the music available 
for you. If you want to sing the 
Advent anthems, you should 
start attending rehearsals on 
October 29, if only the carol 
service November 12. Of 
course, if you’d like to come 
sooner, that would be fine! 

Linda Fearn 
Musical Director
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Keeper of  the Environment – Barnett Book Award - From Sept 2015
There are nights when I go to 
bed conscious that my life has 
been touched by a particularly 
generous portion of hope and 
gratitude... and this was one of 
them.
It was nearing the end of the 
school year at Montrose School 
and, as part of the Creation 
Care committee, I had been 
asked to present the “Keeper of 
the Environment - 2015 Book 
Award”.
Each year a student is 
recognized for their 
significant contribution to the 
environment and a book is 
given to the library in their 
name. This is part of the legacy 
of the relationship between 
our previous parish priest Phil 
Barnett and Montrose School.
So initially I found myself 
amongst the many rows 
of students. First in the 
afternoon’s program was a 
time to remember the caretaker 
of the school who had recently 
died; each class gave a story 
of their memory of this man. 
It soon became clear he was 
much loved and cherished, his 
caretaking going way beyond 
bricks and mortar. Perhaps 
coming face to face with death 
for the first time for many 
of these students, I found 
myself thinking it was a very 
meaningful and beautiful way 
to do it.
Then came the time for the 
Keeper of the Environment 
award. We first remembered 
the many projects in which 

students had been involved 
over the year– Philup the 
Jar, Garbage Collection 
Club, Composting group, 
individual door holders and 
friendly greeters, playground 
equipment helpers and the 
Creation of Hope project. I 
was inspired to discover all 
the creative ideas that had 
actually been 
happening - 
all ideas to 
make this 
planet a 
better place.
The recipient 
of the award 
this year 
was not 
actually an 
individual, 
but a 
classroom 
full of 
“difference 
makers”. 
The students of this 
classroom had been learning 
about the effects that the 
shrinking of the polar ice 
cap, due to climate change, 
was having on the life of 
both people and animals in 
the arctic region. They were 
learning about the link between 
sea ice and polar bears.
These students were 
determined to do something 
about this problem, to take it 
outside the classroom. Having 
learned that scientists need 
more funding to continue their 
research into the shrinking 
of the ice cap, these young 

Montrosians decided to have a 
bake sale in support of science. 
This also meant motivating 
their parents to help with 
the baking and consequently 
educating other Montrosians 
about the need to support the 
scientists to help the polar 
bears.
And so it was Room 124 who 

received 
the award 
because they 
had decided 
to take 
action: they 
had raised 
awareness 
and inspired 
the school 
and, in so 
doing, made a 
difference.
Consequently, 
a beautiful 
book entitled 
Planet Arctic is 
now part of the 

school library in honor of Room 
124, to be browsed through, 
read and reread over years.
So it was that night that I 
became conscious there were 
many “difference makers” 
needed to make this story 
happen, and that is what gives 
me the hope and gratitude.

Fenella Temmerman 
Creation Care
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Centre, who helps women 
returning to the workforce 
to get a head start on a new 
wardrobe- Our donated books 
went to support the Children’s 
Hospital through their book 
sale.
Thank you again!

Cori Dorrian 
on behalf of the  

Garage & Book Sale Organizers

regular visits, or if you need 
visits yourself, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or the 
parish office. And, as was 
announced in church this week, 
the supply of casseroles in the 
freezer is running low, so if 
you’re able to fill a container 
when you make a casserole or 
batch of stew etc, that would be 
greatly appreciated. The simple 
gesture of bringing a home-
cooked meal can bring God’s 
love to the recipient in a very 
tangible way!

Mary Holmen

St. Peters Garage and Book Sale - From September 2015

Parish Caring Ministries - From October 2015

Our parish held a Garage and 
Book Sale on a lovely Saturday, 
September 19. Some would 
say the sale had the feel of 
an old time rummage sale 
with a few twists, like a great 
book selection, some fantastic 
housewares (and a few 
antiques), fashionable ladies 
wear and jewellery!
Many thanks to the wonderful 
volunteers from the parish 
who received items, did some 
polishing, and pricing and to 
those who helped out at the 
sale itself. We have wonderful 
parishioners who brought with 
them their talents and abilities. 
Many people generously 
delivered their treasures to 
the church for the sale. This 
included not only our own 
parishioners, but friends and 
even people who just wanted 
to give their used items a fresh 

Last year, Donna Joy asked if I 
would take over coordination 
of the Parish Caring Ministries, 
and I agreed. There are 
several ministries that make 
up this part of our parish’s 
life, including (but not limited 
to) the Casserole Program, 
Rides to Church, and Pastoral 
Visiting. Donna and I agreed 
that the first priority was 
Pastoral Visiting. We now have 
a group of twelve lay pastoral 
visitors who visit members 
of our parish family who are 
not able to attend worship 
services regularly. Each person 

start! One young 
couple stopped 
off to donate and 
you could feel 
the attachment 
they had for the 
clothing and 
pictures they were 
unpacking. 
The goals of the 
sale, financial 
and other, were 
met in many ways. The days 
preparing for the sale gave 
many an opportunity for 
fellowship with new friends 
and old. We donated used 
items to organizations who 
would benefit from their sale 
or use to help others. Examples 
of that are the work done by 
Helping Hands, who provide 
furniture to new Canadians, 
and the Clothes Closet at the 
Fort Garry Women’s Resource 

receives a visit about once a 
month, which may also include 
receiving Holy Communion. 
The goal is to help the person 
remain connected with their 
parish family and to bring the 
worship of the community 
to that individual. Donna 
continues to make hospital 
visits, home visits in cases 
of illness, and the Christmas 
and Easter home Communion 
visits. Lay pastoral visitors 
receive ongoing support in 
their role.
If you know of anyone who 
would benefit from receiving 
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Local Food Options - From September 2015
• If you buy seasonally/in bulk, some items 

may cost the same or less than at the grocery 
store! 

What You Will Find Inside
• A list of Winnipeg farmers’ markets 
• A list of other local food resources 
• Online local food options 

The Creation Care Team has created a booklet 
outlining Winnipeg’s Farmers Markets and 
local food resources, together with other local 
food options.
An excerpt from the booklet:
This resource is designed to help you find 
sources for local (and often organic) foods in 
Winnipeg. There are many options out there so, 
while we’ve made what we think is 
a comprehensive list, we have not 
included every possible resource. 
We encourage you to seek 
out further resources such as 
farmers near you who may sell 
directly to consumers, and CSAs 
(Community Supported Agriculture, 
csamanitoba.org). 
We recognize that it can be more 
costly to prioritize sourcing food 
locally, and have attempted to 
include some more affordable 
sources in recognition that our 
income levels vary (FruitShare 
Manitoba, The Good Food Box , and 
West Broadway Farmer’s Market, 
especially). 
Why Buy Locally?

• Local food supports small 
farmers 

• Buying local keeps money in our 
communities and supports the 
economy 

• Small-scale farmers may use 
more sustainable practices 

• Less shipping distance often 
means higher-quality produce 

• Knowing your farmer means 
you know how they treat their 
workers, animals, and land 

Interested in having a copy of the booklet for your household? You’ll find copies for 
the taking on the Creation Care bulletin board. Help yourself!
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Compiled from the September 2005 issue by Terry Hidichuk

Ten years ago, St. Peter’s was making plans to celebrate its 50th anniversary. Today plans 
are beginning to unfold as we prepare for another significant milestone in the life of our 
congregation. You guessed it: St. Peter’s is 60 years old.During those ten years people have entered into our fellowship, others have gone. Some 
of us have climbed high mountains, others have known the pain of crawling through 
the deepest valleys. There have been personal crises, economic crises, health crises, faith 
crises and through it all the Word of the Lord has stood and challenged and sustained us.Ten years ago the good folk at St. Peters were studying Marcus Borg’s Heart of Christianity. Around the same time, I was leading a similar study at St. Andrew’s River 
Heights. What struck me then and what I remember today is a hunger for the old and 
ancient “word” placed in the context of the first years of a new millennium. At the same 
time Borg’s words were being examined and read just down the street from St. Peters, 
Phil Barnett was writing this about Borg’s understanding of the Heart of Christianity: Borg notes that we live in a time of change, and in each new period of Christian history, the question arises as to what is the “heart” of Christianity. Rather than emphasizing a literal-factual reading of the bible, it recognizes that the bible often uses the language of metaphor and story to speak about God and God’s relation to the world. And rather than meeting requirements for a future reward in the afterlife, the emerging vision emphasizes developing 

a relationship with God that transforms life in the present. There is also recognition of religious pluralism, where Christianity is one of the world’s great enduring religions with its own value and distinctiveness.
In the ten years, since Borg’s book was studied in this congregation and in other congregations, there are increased challenges and pressures on the Christian Church not 
to change what is at the heart of our faith, the love of God as revealed in Jesus Christ, but 
to enter more deeply and more openly in dialogue and conversation with Muslims and 
Jews, Buddhists and Hindus and Indigenous traditions. As we move from 50 to 60 and 
towards our 70th anniversary, the context of our faith is changing and will continue to 
change. The church still tries to hang onto to the fraying threads of an old Colonialism 
but we cannot continue to confuse that with the call of Jesus to visit those in prison, 
clothe the naked, feed the hungry and welcome the stranger. At the Heart of Christianity 
lies love and compassion more than conversion. As we at St. Peter’s continue to be a 
presence on the corner of Grant and Elm, we need to continue to not merely reach out 
to our neighbour but to enter into a conversation, where words become dialogue, and 
acquaintances become friends and differences become strengths, and animosity becomes 
respect and the bounty of our creation is shared.


